
 

NEW WORD ORDER. 

 

For 1 to 10+ players.  Cooperative or competitive. 

 

Simple but challenging, New Word Order is a glimpse into history 

through the window of new vocabulary. Consider several words and 

phrases, and determine the order in which they entered our language. 

You’ll reflect on slang, technology, politics, food, consumerism, 

psychology, cultural diffusion, and more, from 1950 to now. 

 

 

HELLO: 
 

 

I’m Liesl Johnson, longtime word-nerd. Thanks for downloading 

this game! If you love words, too, please subscribe to Make Your 

Point, a free daily email about sophisticated, useful words and how to 

use them in regular conversation. Visit www.MakeYourPoint.us. 

 

Playing NEW WORD ORDER might surprise you and inspire you 

to learn more about everyday words. I hope you enjoy it! Please 

send your comments to me at LieslPJohnson@gmail.com. And I’d love 

it if you would share this game with your friends.  

 

A word on possible errors: The Oxford English Dictionary is the 

authority I used when assigning dates to words and phrases. With 

1,000 data points involved here, it’s likely that I’ve made some errors 

and typos, for which I appreciate your forgiveness. Please tell me 

about any that you see. 

mailto:LieslPJohnson@gmail.com


 

HOW TO MAKE YOUR COPY: 

 

1. Using white heavy cardstock in a color printer, print the cards 

out double-sided.  

 

Do this by telling your printer to print pages 5 through 54 of this 

document, double-sided. (You’ll have 25 sheets.) 

 

Or, just take this PDF to a copy shop, and ask them to do that for you.  

 

You can print in black and white instead of color without affecting the 

game play. And you can print on regular paper, but your cards will be 

flimsy. 

 

You might want to print the instructions, too, which are on pages 3-4.  

 

2. Use a paper cutter to cut apart your cards.  

 

Try to make your cuts right on the black lines.  

 

As you go, study the words and dates you see on the cards so you can 

triumph over your friends when you play. Just kidding! 

 

3. Keep your cards all facing the same direction.  

 

Mix them up well, keep them in a heap (no need to make neat stacks) 

and store them in something, like a gallon Ziploc.  

 



 

HOW TO PLAY  

NEW WORD ORDER:  

 
 

 Always start by shuffling and keeping the cards face up in a heap,  

no dates visible. 

 As you play, you might encounter multiple words from the same year. 

In that case, the order doesn’t matter. 

 

I.  PLAY SOLO:  Draw 4 cards for an easier round, more for a challenge. Try 

to order them by date. Then flip them over to see how well you did. 

II. PLAY WITH A PARTNER, A GROUP, OR TEAMS: 

A. Play cooperatively:  Draw 6 to 10 cards. The fewer, the easier. Work 

together to order the cards by date. When everybody is ready, flip the 

cards over to see how well you did. 

  B. Play competitively:  

    1. Play on regular mode, with one timeline per person or team:  

  Deal 1 card to each player or team, date side up. Draw 10 cards from the 

heap and place them face up, no dates visible, on the table in a cluster. The 

youngest player goes first and selects any card from the cluster to assign to 

the player on her left. That player must attempt to place it on his personal 

timeline, taking his best guess about whether the word is older (to the left) 

or newer (to the right.) If he’s right, he keeps it there; if he’s wrong, he puts 

it in a discard pile. Continue taking turns, with each player assigning a card 

from the cluster to the player on her left. When the cards in the cluster are 

gone, refill it with 10 cards from the heap. The first player to build a personal 

timeline of 7 cards is the winner. 



 

    2. Play on hard mode, with one big group timeline:  

   Deal 4 cards to each player or team; no one can peek at their cards’ dates. 

Draw one card from the heap and place it date side up on the table. The 

youngest player goes first and places any card from her hand, date side 

down, to the left or right of the first card, taking her best guess about 

whether her word is older (to the left) or newer (to the right.) After placing 

the card, she flips it over. If it fits the timeline correctly, she leaves it there. 

If she was wrong, she puts it in a discard pile and then draws an extra card 

from the heap as a penalty. Continue taking turns and building the timeline in 

this way, with each player placing his card where he thinks it goes on the 

timeline, then flipping it over to see if he’s right. The first person to run out 

of cards wins.  
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